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personal data of Sony employees, disabled
Sony’s IT systems, and destroyed data.

Shortly after, anonymous emails threatened
movie-goers hoping to see the Sony film, “The
Interview”. These threats warned about “9/11-
style” terrorist attacks.

A little over a month later, on December 29,
the FBI said North Korea was responsible for
the cyber attack.

Contrary to what the President has called
“cyber vandalism”, this cyber terrorism de-
serves a bold, immediate response.

The world’s dictators and terrorists must
know without a doubt that an attack—cyber or
physical—on the U.S. will result in a dev-
astating response. This starts with the little
dictator of Pyongyang, Kim Jong-Un.

It needs to immediately put North Korea
back on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN has a bill that
puts tough sanctions on North Korea and
urges the Administration to put North Korea
back on the list. | am an original cosponsor of
the bill.

There is no doubt that North Korea belongs
on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.

In July 2009, UAE officials discovered a
North Korean ship full of weapons heading to
Iran.

Iran has been on the state sponsor of ter-
rorism list since 1984 because it provides hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and tons of weap-
ons to terrorist groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas. So when one hears about North
Korea sending weapons to Iran, it is not a typ-
ical transfer of weapons. This is about giving
a recognized state sponsor of terrorism more
guns to put in the hands of known and des-
ignated terrorist groups.

Five months after the UAE seizure, Thai au-
thorities found 35 tons of North Korean weap-
ons on a plane, also traveling to Iran and ulti-
mately bound for delivery to foreign terrorist
organizations Hezbollah and Hamas.

In April 2010, South Korean officials appre-
hended two North Korean military-trained
agents who had orders to assassinate a de-
fector from North Korea.

On March 26, 2010, North Korea sunk a
South Korean naval vessel, killing 46 sailors.

On November 23, 2010 North Korea repeat-
edly bombed a small South Korean island, kill-
ing two civilians and two marines.

So far, as punishment for the cyber attack
on Sony, the President sanctioned ten individ-
uals and three organizations tied to North Ko-
rea’s intelligence, arms supply, and defense
research.

These sanctions are not enough. Other peo-
ple or organizations not sanctioned by the
U.S. can easily take over the same work.

Reinstating North Korea on the State Spon-
sors of Terrorism list would deepen existing
sanctions and could deliver a crippling blow to
the little dictator of Pyonyang.

This Administration cannot allow the United
States to be bullied again and again.

The West allowed Putin into Ukraine. We
have watched ISIS behead our journalists. We
have seen Americans die in Israel at the
hands of Hamas.

Now, we have let North Korea silence us.

To have a country on the other side of the
world not just threaten but actually take away
one of America’s most fundamental rights is
outrageous.

It is time to stop appeasing our enemies.

And that’s just the way it is.
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IN HONOR OF OUR BRAVE MEN
AND WOMEN ON LAW ENFORCE-
MENT APPRECIATION DAY

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | be-
lieve in the rule of law. For that reason, today
on the first annual Law Enforcement Apprecia-
tion Day (L.E.A.D), | would like to honor our
brave men and women in both state as well
as federal law enforcement agencies. In our
nation, we have approximately 900,000 law
enforcement officials. Without these hard-
working individuals, who constantly risk their
lives, the rule of law would not be possible.
According to the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI), 76 law enforcement officers lost
their lives in the line-of-duty in 2013, 27
deaths were the result of felonious, criminal
acts by perpetrators. My own home state of
Texas has lost more officers than any other
state in the U.S.

Mr. Speaker, throughout my life | have been
truly inspired by the professionalism and devo-
tion to public safety of those in law enforce-
ment. | know | speak for many people of good
will when | say | wholeheartedly support the
efforts of law enforcement officers to serve
and protect our communities and our country.
Additionally, we will not let the questionable
actions of a few individuals acting under the
color of law besmirch the reputation and leg-
acy of all law enforcement officers in our great
nation.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on January 6,
2015, | missed recorded votes #1-7 as | was
attending the funeral of Governor Mario
Cuomo in New York.

I would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here and sworn into office:

On Roll Call #1 | would have voted present
(Quorum Call).

On Roll Call #2 | would have voted for
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker.

On Roll Call #3 | would have voted no (Mo-
tion to Table).

On Roll Call #4 | would have voted no (Pre-
vious Question).

On Roll Call #5 | would have voted yes (Mo-
tion to Commit).

On Roll Call #6 | would have voted no (Pas-
sage of House Rules Package).

On Roll Call #7 | would have voted yes
(Passage “Hire More Heroes Act of 2015”
H.R. 22).

| would also like to reflect that | would have
voted for the Honorable NANCY PELOSI for
Democratic Leader.
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RECOGNIZING U.S. AMBASSADOR
TO BANGLADESH DAN MOZENA

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as he retires from
the Foreign Service next week, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding work of the U.S.
Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan Mozena. He
led a distinguished career of public service to
the United States, capped by his impressive
efforts over the past several years to promote
workers’ safety and advance fundamental
labor rights in Bangladesh.

Following a string of tragedies in the Ban-
gladesh garment industry, including the col-
lapse of the Rana Plaza factory that took the
lives of 1,138 workers in 2013 and the factory
fire at Tazreen Fashions that took the lives of
112 workers in 2012, Ambassador Mozena
has advocated for workers’ safety and their
right to freedom of association. He has urged
Bangladesh to transform its garment sector
from a model based on a race-to-the-bottom in
labor standards, to one where a “Made in
Bangladesh” becomes a label valued for the
country’s commitment to workers’ rights and
high standards for safety.

Following the U.S. Government’s decision to
suspend trade preferences and issue an Ac-
tion Plan focused on labor rights and factory
safety, Ambassador Mozena convened the
embassies of other garment importing coun-
tries (Netherlands, Canada, the United King-
dom, and the European Union) with the re-
sponsible Bangladesh Government Secretar-
iats on a monthly basis to track progress. This
model for joint advocacy is one that merits
recognition and replication as our Embassies
work to elevate labor rights in developing
economies.

Ambassador Mozena worked with the U.S.
Department of Labor to bring the first Labor
Attaché to Bangladesh, and he leaves an insti-
tutional framework to help advance labor
rights in this young and developing country.
Under Mozena’s leadership the U.S. Embassy
became a place where workers could turn to
for help when they faced coercion, repression,
and anti-union violence.

Of course, there is a tremendous amount of
work that still needs to be accomplished in
Bangladesh to ensure that workers are safe
and that their fundamental rights are re-
spected in the workplace. Ambassador
Mozena has fought to ensure that momentum
is going in the right direction in Bangladesh—
we must continue this work moving forward.

Ambassador Mozena’s accomplishments ex-
tend beyond labor rights. Since presenting his
Letters of Credence to the President of Ban-
gladesh on November 24, 2011, Ambassador
Mozena has strengthened relations between
the United States and Bangladesh by pro-
moting a Bangladesh that is peaceful, secure,
prosperous, healthy, and democratic. He em-
phasized understanding the diversity of Ban-
gladesh, making visits to each of the country’s
64 districts. In the United States, he has vis-
ited Bangladeshi-Americans across the coun-
try.
During his time as Ambassador, Mozena
oversaw the largest aid budget in Asia outside
of Afghanistan and Pakistan, bolstering
Bangladeshi food security and nutrition, im-
proving health, and increasing capacity to
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cope with climate change, natural disasters,
and security challenges.

Beyond Ambassador Mozena’s current post-
ing in Dhaka, he had an impressive career ad-
vancing U.S. interests in South Asia and Afri-
ca. He previously served in Bangladesh as
Political/Economic Counselor from 1998-2001
and as a Deputy Political Counselor in India
and Pakistan. A member of Senior Foreign
Service, Mozena was U.S. Ambassador to An-
gola from 2007-2010 and previously worked
in the Office of Southern African Affairs from
1993 to 1995, during South Africa’s transition
from apartheid to democracy. Previous post-
ings include Lusaka and Kinshasa and a year
as a professor at the National War College.

Ambassador Mozena’s family has stood by
his side as he has pursued his career over-
seas. His wife of 40 years, Grace, is a retired
elementary school teacher who served with
him as a Peace Corps volunteer in then-Zaire.
Their two children, Anne and Mark, followed
their father throughout the world. | understand
that Mozena also looks forward to spending
time with the newest addition to his family, a
granddaughter named Mira, as well as his
mother Edna.

As Ambassador Mozena returns to his fam-
ily in the United States, we recognize his work
in Bangladesh and throughout his career as a
Foreign Service Officer.

———

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
TURNS 226

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week
226 years ago, the first presidential election in
United States history was held across the 13
original colonies. Nowadays things change in
the blink of an eye, so one can imagine how
much our country has changed in 226 years.

Texas was still a part of the Spanish Empire
in 1789 and the United States had just re-
cently gained its independence from the Brit-
ish Empire. Back then, voting eligible citizens
would walk or ride their horses down cobble-
stone roads to the nearest poll.

Oddly enough, the first voters voted by
voice, rather than the secret ballot that we're
all used to now. Voters wouldn’t even vote for
who they wanted as President, but would ac-
tually vote for their state’s electors. The cho-
sen electors would then cast their vote for
President. Though we still have electors, citi-
zens now vote for who they believe should be
President rather than their state’s electors.
Electors are instead chosen by state govern-
ments and then each one is expected to vote
with the will of the people of their state. The
Electoral College voting system has been one
of the lone constants in an ever-changing po-
litical and voting landscape. It was used in the
first Presidential election and has been used
in every election since.

While the Electoral College has remained in
place since 1789, voting rights have changed
significantly over the years. For the first Presi-
dential election, an eligible voter was defined
as any white, land-owning male. However, our
country has progressed a great deal since
then and now defines an eligible voter as any
citizen over the age of 18, regardless of race,
gender, or societal status.
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We should be proud to live in a country
whose government recognizes everyone as
equal and allows each individual to vote, re-
gardless of race or gender. From 13 colonies
to 50 states and from voting by voice to voting
on touch-screen computers, our elections
have come a long way since 1789, and | ex-
pect the next 226 years to be just as great.

And that’s just the way it is.

IN HONOR OF PETER CHACON
HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Peter Chacon for a lifetime of selfless
service and leadership to our nation and our
community. He served honorably in the United
States Air Force during World War Il and in
the California State legislature for over 20
years.

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, Mr. Chacon was
raised in a home of modest means with three
older sisters and three younger brothers. As a
teenager, he would shine shoes and park cars
in downtown Phoenix to help support his fam-
ily. His father, Petronilo Chacon, served as a
commander in Mexico to Pancho Villa’s revo-
lutionary Army and taught Mr. Chacon to fight
for what he believed in with passion and de-
termination, while defending the rights of those
who could not do the same.

In 1943, at the age of 18 and in the midst
of World War Il, Mr. Chacon enlisted in the
U.S. Air Force. He served honorably for two
years of wartime service as a Ball Turret Gun-
ner on a B-17 Flying Fortress. During his
service, he flew 35 successful missions over
Germany. On one such mission, his plane was
shot down and forced to crash land on a small
island off the ltalian coast where he and the
rest of the crew were later rescued.

After the war, Mr. Chacon returned home as
a hero and enrolled in San Diego City College
and later San Diego State University where he
received a bachelor's degree in education and
a master’s degree in school administration. He
began a career as a teacher, where he dis-
covered injustices facing Spanish speaking
children in schools. In 1968, with the help of
two friends, Mr. Chacon founded the Chicano
Federation in an effort to unite the Latino
voice in the San Diego community. One of the
first accomplishments of the Chicano Federa-
tion was the creation of the historic Chicano
Park in the Barrio Logan community. Chicano
Park has come to be an important symbol of
the Chicano Movement.

In 1969, Mr. Chacon decided to run for the
California State Assembly in an effort the
change the education system from within. Mr.
Chacon was elected in 1970 to represent Cali-
fornia’s 79th assembly district, where he
served for 22 years. He is best known for au-
thoring legislation to create the California
Housing Finance Agency, the Rural Housing
Development Program, and the landmark Bi-
lingual/Bicultural Education Program for the
more than 230,000 limited English speaking
students in the state.

Mr. Chacon was an inspirational leader in
the San Diego community and his contribu-
tions will not be forgotten. He is survived by
his four sons, Chris, Paul, Ralph and Jeff.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF KAREN
WILKINSON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, as
Ranking Member and former Chairman of the
Committee on the Judiciary, | join with my col-
league, Rep. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT, the
former Chairman and Ranking Member of the
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland
Security, and Investigations, in celebrating the
life and recognizing the accomplishments of
Karen Wilkinson, who sadly passed away on
January 5.

Karen was a dedicated public servant, high-
ly valued counsel to the Committee, and be-
loved colleague.

We were fortunate to get to know Karen
through her work for the Committee in 2008
and 2009. During that time, Karen, an Assist-
ant Federal Public Defender, was a detailee
from the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts. Her detail was the first of a
Federal Public Defender to Congress. After
her work with the Committee, she returned to
Phoenix, Arizona to continue representing indi-
gent clients in federal criminal cases, which
she had done for eight years before coming to
the Committee. Prior to that, she clerked for
the U.S. District Court for Arizona and then
joined the law firm of Brown & Bain. Karen
graduated magna cum laude from Arizona
State University Law School, received a Mas-
ters in Business Administration from Nova Uni-
versity and her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Michigan.

Karen’s accomplishments during her tenure
with the Committee include a number of bills
that dealt with issues that are very important
to improving our country’s criminal justice sys-
tem. During the 111th Congress, she was re-
sponsible for guiding several legislative meas-
ures to approval on the floor of the House of
Representatives, including: H.R. 448, the
Elder Abuse Victims Act of 2009; H.R. 632,
the National Silver Alert Act 2009; H.R. 748,
CAMPUS Safety Act of 2009; H.R. 908, the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2009; H.R. 1333,
amending chapter 40 of title 18 of the United
States Code to exempt the transportation,
shipment, receipt, or importation of explosive
materials for delivery to a federally recognized
Indian tribes; H.R. 1727, the Managing Arson
Through Criminal History, MATCH, Act; H.R.
1933, a Child is Missing Alert and Recovery
Center Act; S. 1289, the Foreign Evidence Re-
quest Efficiency Act of 2009, and H.R. 2661,
the Court Security Enhancement Act of 2009.

In addition, she served as lead counsel on
several other very important bills under the ju-
risdiction of the Judiciary Committee in the
111th Congress, such as: H.R. 503, the Pre-
vention of Equine Cruelty Act of 2009; H.R.
2289, the Juvenile Justice Accountability and
Improvement Act of 2009; H.R. 2095, the Res-
titution for the Exonerated Act; H.R. 1149, the
Child Protection Reauthorization Act of 2009
and H.R. 1422, the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Reauthorization Act of 2009.
Karen also developed proposals subsequently
introduced as the Literacy Education and Re-
habilitation Act, a bill to require a criminal de-
fense representative to be appointed to the
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